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Harley McKinney 

ROGERS NAMED AS TRUSTEE OF THE HOME 

 Dr. Nathan Rogers, pastor of Longview Missionary Baptist Church 

in Longview, Texas was recently named as trustee of Texarkana Bap-

tist Children’s Home. Brother Rogers is a native of Sheridan, Arkansas. 

He served as Associate Pastor of First Baptist Church of Cave City, 

Arkansas for seven years before becoming a Texan. He has served the 

Longview Church for the past ten years. 

 Brother Rogers  is married to Ericka Rogers. God has blessed their 

union with three children, two of whom are studying in universities in 

Oklahoma and Texas. The younger one is a sophomore at Hallsville High School. Rogers 

holds a doctorate degree from Central Arkansas Baptist Bible Institute, and a Master of Theol-

ogy Degree from Texas Baptist Institute where he also serves as an instructor. 

 The trustees are happy to announce Rogers’ appointment, and they believe he will bring 

much to the table in oversight of the Home while representing it well to Texas churches. 

Dr. Nathan Rogers 

SHARING NEWS OF THE HOME 

 Staff of the Home are pleased to have opportunities 

to share information about the Home. Through such 

outreach initiatives such as this paper, website, Face-

book, news of this ministry continues.  Due to the inva-

sion of COVID-19, group visits have temporarily 

ceased, and many local association meetings of church-

es have been canceled for the year. Still, when meet-

ings are scheduled as some statewide associations are, 

it is our joy to present displays and share information 

in a safe manner. The trustees and staff of the Home 

are grateful for such opportunities. 

 Until the virus pandemic is curtailed by vaccines 

that are promised to be forthcoming, we encourage 

folks to keep abreast of this ministry to needful chil-

dren by the above mentioned mediums, and by all 

means keep us more intently in your prayers. 

REMEMBERING HARLEY 

 Nothing in recent history of Texarkana Baptist Children’s Home has anything 

impacted staff and children as did the death of Harley McKinney. Harley found a 

home in our Home as a youngster of eleven years of age. To say he was vivacious 

would be an understatement. His scintillating personality captured the heart of all 

who knew him for any length of time. Staff and kiddos rejoiced at his salvation and 

later baptism at Northern Hills Missionary Baptist Church. Rejoicing was high again 

as Harley graduated from high school. In the weeks that followed, he elected to leave 

the Home to make his way among relatives. His life was taken as the car he was 

driving to work hydroplaned crashing into a tree.  In the wake of his passing, shock 

has given way to a deep sense of goodness for what this ministry was able to do for 

him. What he did for us here, too, will  be long remembered. 

Readied information display of the Home 
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My Update Notes 

Heather A. Thompson 

     The Homeline is produced by the staff of the Texarkana Baptist Children’s  Home, Dr. W. A. Dillard, Editor. Heather Thompson is Administrator and point of 
contact at the Home. Crys Adams is Office Manager. Trustees are Allen Hagood, Chairman; Dr. W. A. Dillard, Fred A. Penny Sec.-treas., Doney Blackerby,  
Nathan Rogers. Dr. Morris L. Cloud is Trustee-emeritus.  Address all correspondence to Texarkana Baptist Children’s Home,  P.O. Box 611, Texarkana, AR\TX 
75504.  The physical address of the Home is 5401 E. 9th Street, Texarkana, AR  71854. Telephone (870)774-8214.  TKBCH is supported by the churches of the 
American Baptist Association.  Email is received at: office@baptistkids.org  Visit us online at www.baptistkids.org  and  on Facebook at BaptistKids  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

providence of God bad to bring a child to a children’s 
home?  Or is the providence of God good and grand to 
bring a child to a home where a child comes to know 
the saving grace and knowledge of the Lord? 

 For all the temporal and benevolent experiences 
Harley had at the Children’s Home, the only experience 
that truly mattered was the eternal - his salvation.  For 
in the blink of an eye, on Thursday, September 10th, 
2020, Harley lost his life in a car accident.  He was 
barely 18.  All that was temporary was lost, and only 
the eternal was gained.  

 We at Texarkana Baptist Children’s Home consider 
this ministry to go beyond being kind, good and benev-
olent.  Yes, it provides good things such as shelter, 
clothing and food for children needing a safe place or 
home.  But we consider this ministry as so much more.  
No, we do not look like a foreign mission field on an-
other continent, but we consider our calling the same – 
bringing light to the darkness, sharing the gospel, and 
advancing the Kingdom of Christ.  

 2020 has been a year of great loss, but it has also 
been a year of great gain.  So far this year, seven kiddos 
who have providentially come through the doors of our 
Home have accepted Christ as Savior. We want to go 
beyond the temporary and strive for the eternal.  And 
although we deeply mourn and grieve the loss of Har-
ley, we praise the Lord for His mysterious, good and 
holy providence because we know one day we will see 
Harley again.  

 When someone thinks of Texarkana Baptist Chil-
dren’s Home, words such as temporal and benevolent 
probably come to mind.  To people on the outside, we 
probably appear to be a ministry with the mere goals of 
temporarily meeting the basic needs of life such as 
clothing, food and shelter.   Although that may be part 
of our ministry, it is definitely not the totality of our 
calling.  

 Temporary benevolence, kindness if you will, isn’t 
necessarily unique or limited to a “Christian ministry.”  
Anyone can be temporarily anything without exuding 
much effort.  

 But temporal benevolence is not the sole ministry 
of Texarkana Baptist Children’s Home. Our mission is 
more than benevolently and kindly impacting the life of 
a child for a short season.  Our mission is the gospel.  
Not in part, but in whole.  Our mission is not the tem-
poral, but the eternal.  

 On August 26th, 2013, a young man named Harley 
Patrick Bland McKinney came to our Home.  He was 
an 11 year old ring-tailed tooter of the highest caliber.  
A unique blend of Huck Finn, Tom Sawyer and Curly 
Howard from the Three Stooges combined with a heart 
as kind and golden as Mr. Rogers.  

 We lived through every phase of adolescence and 
budding adulthood with Harley.  We lived through a 
thousand pairs of broken or lost eyeglasses to eventual-
ly him wearing contacts.  We journeyed with him 
through braces to his million-dollar smile.  We enjoyed 
the teen-parent battles of “but my room IS clean!”  And 
we struggled through all the fights of “But I don’t have 
any homework!!” to the grandest celebration of his high 
school graduation. 

 But the greatest moment in Harley’s life was the 
day of his eternal salvation.  Like so many of Harley’s 
milestones in life, that moment took place right here on 
our campus.  

 Some, perhaps many, may be tempted to think of 
life spent in a children’s home as sad or a “lesser than” 
experience of childhood.  I speculate that a good num-
ber of people may think it “unfortunate” or “bad luck.”  
But then I’d have to speculate that those people do not 
believe or trust the holy providence of the Lord.   Is the 

FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK 

 Please follow us on Facebook: Bap-
tistkids-Texarkana Baptist Children’s Home.  
As we slowly transition from the printed 
page to the electronic one, we will continue 
to issue a couple of editions annually of The 
Homeline for the foreseeable future, but we 
will increase our news and other postings 
on Facebook for the enjoyment of our read-
ers.   We do so appreciate our many 
friends and supporters who follow us there 
as well as viewing our web page: 
www.baptistkids.org.  We ask that our 
friends who really like receiving our paper 
in the mail to be sure to advise us of any 
change of address as that saves us money on 
postage and returns. 
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TRUSTEES 

NOTES 

Allen Hagood 

Chairman 

   Once again, I have the privilege of 
bringing you the great things God is doing at 
TBCH. As you read this just know that as 
you support the home you are part of every-
thing God is doing.  
 

   The greatest news that I can share is in the 
last couple of months we have had several 
professions of faith and baptisms. This is the 
exciting part of our ministry at TBCH. We 
are so thankful to have such a great church 
like Northern Hills and their pastor and 
teaching staff so our kids are taught the 
Word of God. We also have a wonderful 
group of house parents that model the love of 
Jesus to the kids.  
 

 We continue to receive children into the 
home, and we could use extra help if you feel 

the Lord could use you in this 
ministry. 
 

 The new flooring is down 
in our dining room and kitchen. 
It is hard to describe what a 
difference it has made in the 
appearance and safety of the 
home. 
 

       It is with a heavy heart that 
we report two deaths that have 
affected our home. Bro. Billy 
Daniels served as a trustee of 
the home for 28 years. He was 
very faithful in representing the 
home to the churches in Texas 
and was always on the lookout 
for children who could benefit 
by being in the home. Bro. 
Billy’s wisdom was always 
appreciated in our meetings. 
Pray for Sister Mary Lou as she 
makes the difficult adjustment. 
 

   Harley McKinney came to 
the home when he was about 11 
years old. He graduated high 
school in May and moved to 

live with his dad. He was on 
his way to work and hydro-
planed causing him to fatally 
crash. Harley was such a lov-
ing young man whose person-
ality grew quickly on every-
one. Please to pray for our 
Home and Harley’s family. 
Bro. Nathan Rogers, pastor of 
Longview Missionary Baptist 
Church was elected to be the 
representative in Texas. He has 
already proven to be a great 
asset to the trustees. 
 

    Farm Manager Byron Myers 
and trustee Doney Blackerby 
are doing a good job with the 
farm and cattle. We have been 
able to put up ample hay for 
the winter and have sold a 
good number of calves 
throughout the year. 
 

  We have one apartment 
vacant at the counseling center 
after Sister Jimmie Powers 
passed away. Interested poten-
tial residents should contact us. 

DR. BILLY DANIELS MEMORIAL 
 

 On July 25, 2020, Dr. Billy Daniels of Bogata, Texas made his heavenly flight into the 
presence God, angels, and a multitude of saints. He had served as a trustee of Texarkana Bap-
tist Children’s Home for 28 years, adding much in wisdom and direction to the flagship Chil-
dren’s Home in the American Baptist Association. 
 

 Brother Billy, as most all who knew him called him, was an able and highly respected 
minister of the gospel of Christ Jesus who served the churches of Texas, pastoring several of 
them over the years since he began pastoral work in 1964. His last pastorate was the Mission-
ary Baptist Church in Bogata, the town of his residence. 
 

 Brother Daniels was a graduate of Texas Baptist Institute in Henderson, Texas. He left 
behind his dear wife and three precious children, a number of grandchildren, and a host of 
folks who are thankful he lived in this world, being a blessing to so many. The trustees and 
staff of the Home are saddened by his passing, but rejoicing in his gain, and in the memories 
 he left to us all. A memorial stone was dedicated to his memory, and placed in the Memorial Rock Garden of the 
Home recently at a gathering of most of his family, staff, and trustees of the Home. 

Dr. Billy Daniels 

Alan Hagood, Chairman of Trustees, speaks to the Daniels Family at dedication. Memorial Stone honoring Dr. Billy Daniels 
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BENEFACTOR 

BLESSINGS 

In-kind Goods 

and Services 

Gift: Clothing. Shoes,  Handbags,  
Jewelry  
Given by:  
Cato, Texarkana, TX 
 
Gift: Clothing, Shoes, Handbags, 
Jewelry  
Given by:  
Cato, Texarkana, AR 
 
Gift: Clothing, Shoes, Handbags , 
Jewelry  
Given by:  
Cato, New Boston, TX 
 
Gift:  Hygiene items, Health & 
beauty aids, Cleaning & laundry 
supplies, Batteries & light bulbs, 
Bed linens, Throw, Household 
items, Storage & trash bags, School 
& office supplies, Toys, Charcoal, 
Canning jars, Clothing, Deer corn, 
Candles/room freshener, Drinking 
glasses, Meal supplement drinks, 
Jewelry. 
Given by:  
Walmart, Texarkana, AR 
 
Gift: Bath tissue, Facial tissue, 
Napkins. Paper plates, Paper towels. 
Given by: 
Redwater ISD, Redwater, TX 
 
Gift: 
$253.20 in reduced dental charges 
Given by: 
Chris Ferguson DDS, PA,  
Texarkana, TX 
 
Gift: 
$792.00 in reduced charges for oral 
surgery. 
Given by: 
Oral & Maxillofacial Surgeons,  
Texarkana, TX 
 
Gift: 
Bath tissue, Batteries, Breakfast 
bars/Pop-Tarts, Facial tissue, First 
aid items, Napkins, Paper towels, 

Trash bags. 
Given by: 
Oak View Primary School,  
New Boston, TX 
 
Gift: Bath tissue, Cake mixes,  
Cereal Waffle cones. 
Given by: 
Ms. Jenna’s SS Class, Highland 
Park BC, Texarkana, TX 
 
Gift: 26 10# boxes ranch-flavored 
chicken tenders. 
Given by: 
Tyson, Texarkana, AR 
 
Gift: Repaired flat tires for  TBCH 
vehicles at no charge. 
Given by: 
Artex Tire, Texarkana, AR 
 
Gift: Bath tissue, Cereal,  
Fantastik disinfecting spray. 
Given by: 
Tim & Tina Daniels, Bogata, TX 

 All of us who have to do with Texarkana Baptist Children’s Home are 
so blessed and thankful for individuals, corporate, and civic partners who 
aid us in the care of needful children.  Because of the love and compassion 
of so many kind folks, the ministry of the churches to children at large who 
need a helping hand in a safe environment is doing well.  Many thanks to 
you, dear friends, and to our Heavenly Father for the many in-kind goods 
and services we continue to receive. Each gift  helps us to carry on this 
ministry in a manner commensurate with high community standards. 

 TKBCH  

THE OBJECT OF WILLS AND TESTAMENTS 

   Texarkana Baptist Children’s Home and its children have bene-
fited by the kindness and love of others who remembered this Home 
when making their Last Will and Testament.  Some have left the bulk of 
their estate to the Home.  Others have elected to leave a part of their 
estate, while sharing the remainder with others. 

  Certainly Texarkana Baptist Children’s Home is a worthy recipi-
ent of Wills and Bequests.  Should our readers desire to share their 
earthly goods after death with this ministry, it would be good to contact 
the Home. at 870-774-8214.   

ARKANSAS MISSION  
BUILDERS ASSOCIATION 

  

 Churches and auxiliary 
groups pray for and support fi-
nancially the AMBA.  We have a 
Facebook page on which the lat-
est information about the work 
may be accessed.  Join the group 
there by finding it at 

https://www.facebook.com/
groups/182080709091952/ 
 

 We are grateful for each vol-
unteer and encourage others to 
join us as we help missions and 
churches with their building 
needs.  Please call for scheduled 
work days. 
 

Churches needing electrical 
work should contact Tommy 

Baker:  

501-413-0404 
 

DONEY BLACKERBY 
8880 Hwy 114 

Rison, AR  71665 
870-543-0581 

Pure religion and undefiled before 

God and the Father is this, To visit the 

fatherless and widows in their afflic-

tion, and to keep himself unspotted 

from the world.  
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EXPRESSIONS OF LOVE, HONOR AND APPRECIATION FOR 

THOSE DEAR TO OUR HEART 

Memorial and Honor Gifts Helping our Home 

In memory of: 
Dr. Billy Daniels 

Given by: 
Ann Bright Kepner,  

Canton, OH 
 

In memory of: 
Harley Patrick Bland 

McKinney 
Given by: 

Mr. & Mrs. Boyd Craig,  
Texarkana, TX 

East Union MBC,  
Hensley, AR 

Bryan & Kate Mattair,  
Plant City, FL 

 
In memory of: 
Mr. & Mrs.  

Thomas Boswell 
Bob Condit  

Given by: 
Bob & Wilda Seiple,  

Sarepta, LA 
 

In memory of: 
Margarette Boswell 

Given by: 
Peggy Morse, Sarepta, LA 

 
In memory of: 
Billy Garner 

Harris Jacobs 
Given by: 

Peggy Morse Family,  
Sarepta, LA 

 
In memory of: 

James Jake Handley 
Given by: 

Pleasant Valley BC,  
Nashville, AR 

 
In memory of: 

Carl Hastings 
Troy Miller 

Given by: 
Unity MBC, FT Smith, AR 

 
In memory of: 

All Mothers of Bethany 
MBC 

All Fathers of Bethany 
MBC 

Given by: 
Ruth Circle, Bethany MBC, 

White Hall. AR 

In memory of: 
Steve Hartshorn 

Given by: 
Ladies’ Group, FBC,  

Hot Springs, AR 
 

In memory of: 
Patsy Bacon 

Given by: 
Shirley Morris, Vickie & 
Perry Taylor & Family, 

Rita, Sonny & Buddy, & 
Alma Smith, Sarah & 

Wayne Powell & Family, 
Pine Bluff, AR 

     
In memory of: 

Wilma Plunkett 
Given by: 

Shirley Morris, Rita, Sonny 
& Buddy Smith, Sarah & 

Wayne Powell,  
Pine Bluff, AR 

 
In memory of: 

Vernell Jeffreys 
Given by: 

Sharon Johnson,  
Horatio, AR 

 
In memory of: 

Dr. Harris & Eunice 
McBryde 
Given by: 

Harold & Laverne Bostick, 
Pasadena, TX 

 
In memory of: 

Garland Hudson 
Given by: 

Edith Dillard Hudson,  
Van Buren, AR 

 
In memory of: 

Donald & Marilyn 
Brooks 

Given by: 
Floyd & Elsie Alexander, 

Hensley, AR 
 

In memory of: 
David Bergen 

Given by: 
Portland MBC,  
Plumerville, AR 

 
 

In memory of: 
Keith Sellers 

Given by: 
W. A. & Laura Dillard 

 
************ 

 
 HONORARIUMS: 

 
In honor of: 

Marvin Henderson’s  
100th Birthday 

Given by: 
Sharon Booth, Stuttgart, AR 

 
In honor of: 

Ada & Brodie Watson 
Given by: 

Brenda Beggs, Mabelvale, AR 

 
************ 

 
The trustees, staff and chil-
dren of the Home, in grate-
ful appreciation, and in spe-

cial honor presents the 
names of known pastors of 
the Lord’s Churches who 

have gone to heaven’s glo-
ry the past few months 

 
Eld. Lester E. McCalister 

Eld. Royal Burt 

Eld. Herbert Kesner 

Eld. Thomas E. Hoover 

Eld. George Stricklen 

Eld. Mike Taylor 

Eld. Roy Thayer 

Eld. David Haught 

Eld. Billy Daniels 

Eld. Joe Harper 

Eld. Elester Raines 

Eld. Steve Phillips 

Eld. Ralph Wayne Adams 

Eld. Jacob J. Bagby 

Eld. Harold Turner 

Eld. Glen Tropp 

Eld. Ronald Burress 

Eld. Jimmy L. Lancaster 

Eld. Jerry Miller 

 

************ 

 

THANK YOU!  

Gifts given in memory 

of dear ones is a distinct 

honor to the life they 

lived among us, and the 

sweet memories of their 

life’s contributions that 

linger with fondness.  

Gifts given in honor of 

those living among  

us is a bouquet of appre-

ciation for their great  

contribution; brighten-

ing pathways of life on 

our pilgrimage here. 

Such gifts benefit need-

ful children and the 

overall ministry of  

Texarkana Baptist  

Children’s Home.  
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HOW THE SUMMER WENT DOWN AT THE HOME 
 
 

 “How did the summer go at the Home,” someone will ask. The 
short answer is that it went well. The longer answer is shortened 
by a few pictures that  are worth more than a thousand words. 
 As most are aware, the Home has cattle. The value is more 
than meat for the table. The cattle help keep the acreage in good 
shape, and part of the land is reserved for growing hay. This year 
hay production has been abundant.   
 Also, a big benefit of having cattle allows children to be ac-
quainted with ranch life. When given the opportunity, the children 
enjoy going out into the pasture where they can observe life from a 
different perspective. From naming the new calves to finding the 
biggest cow, the kiddos try to be as involved as possible in the 
farm department.  

 

 

A REASON TO CELEBRATE 

 Alas, summer gives way to the many demands and activities of fall. Fall is a spe-

cial time, too, among the children at the Home.  Already, they are anticipating the joys 

of the holidays, but there is more. Along with the holidays coming up, the birthday 

season brings its own personal happiness. A lot of our kiddos celebrate their glorious 

day of birth in the fall.  Here, McKalynn (L) is enjoying her 17th birthday party.  There 

are a number of reasons that birthdays are special here. Of course, there are gifts in-

cluding a gift of money for personal shopping pleasure, but there is more. Birthdays 

are a big celebration that all of the children delight in as a reason to celebrate, and to 

break the daily routine. Also, the one having a birthday gets to pick the kind and flavor 

of cake he/she wants, and, of course, no celebration cake is complete without ice 

cream.  Yes!  

      

 

 

FRIDAY NIGHT MOVIES AT THE HOME 

 
 As Covid-19 continues to loom over our nation, many businesses have been forced to shut down. For our home, one 
of the businesses our kiddos had enjoyed going to was the Movie Theater.  So, we decided to make our own theater, of 
sorts (Below). Every Friday night we pick out a fun and appropriate movie for our kids to watch. Just like at the movies, 
they can pick out their favorite candy, drink, and let’s not forget about the hot and fresh popcorn.  This is something the 
kiddos look forward to nearly every Friday night. 
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MORE SUMMER AT THE HOME 
 

SPECIAL FUN EVENINGS  

 
 Nearly every evening after dinner, the kids love to get in some special playtime. It may be kickball in the gym or 
simply seeing who can swing the highest. As the sun goes down, every minute is packed with recreational delight. 
These activities, and the facilities to make them to be possible are provided by church groups, civic clubs, and other 
caring individuals. Of course, kids can have fun without these recreational aids, but having them is a great help and a 
blessing both staff and children recognize often. Since COVID-19 has caused church group visits to practically cease, 
the focus, especially on Saturdays turn more intently on creating homegrown summer fun!  
  

 
 

VACATIONING CLOSE TO HOME 
 

 

 There is one thing that most everyone here will agree 
with: the fun of a summer vacation. Staff and children 
look forward to it with great anticipation, well, perhaps 
the children much more than the staff. But it is always an 
event to create memories. This summer, it was a return to 
a favorite spot: Beaver Bend, Oklahoma State Park near 
Broken Bow, Oklahoma. Here the kiddos enjoy boating, 
tubing, a petting zoo, train rides, horseback riding, go-

carts, axe throwing, fishing, 
and a number of other things 
as they soak up summer sun 
in a relaxing, fun-filled envi-
ronment. 
 Included in the vacation 
time was an experience best 
left to the young; tubing! In 
the picture at (L) two boys of 
the Home dare to master the 
thrill. They did their best to hang on to the tube to avoid the plunge into the water that was 
sure to come.  The experience was one of many to talk about for quite some time.  Of 
course it was essential that proper precautions for safety were taken, and the boating ac-
complished by trained personnel to minimize any potential danger in the water.  
 Such marvelous experiences as this are made possible by the contributions of compas-
sionate folks who want the children of the Home to have experiences that would otherwise 
not be available to them. The staff and trustees are grateful and so appreciative for the ex-
pressions of love that bring these things into childhood memories. Should anyone want to 
strike up a lively conversation with the kiddos here, it is as easy as asking any one of them, 
“What did you do on vacation?” 
 

The lodge building at Beavers Bend State Park portrays unique 
attraction through the beautiful pine trees nearby. 
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TEXARKANA BAPTIST  
CHILDREN’S HOME 

P. O.  Box 611 
Texarkana, AR\TX 75504 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

THE 

WISHING 

WELL 

 God puts special ministries on special hearts.  If He is calling you to extend love and a helping hand to chil-

dren, please contact our home for details of special ministry at TKBCH.  Please make this a matter of prayer. 

 

 “Pure religion and undefiled before God and the Father is this, To visit the fatherless and widows in their af-

fliction, and to keep himself unspotted from the world.”  James 1:27 

 

 

OUR CURRENT WISH 

 Several years ago, the Home was blessed by our faithful supporters and a technology compa-

ny with several computers that the children could use in conjunction with their school curricu-

lum. These have proven to be a blessing. However, computers, too, suffer the effects of the Sec-

ond Law of Thermodynamics: they have become outdated and unfit for necessary repairs. Per-

haps several individuals or groups would like to take this on as a project to benefit the children.  

New computers would be of tremendous help both now and in the foreseeable future.  Please let 

us know if you wish to be of help in fulfilling this wish. 


